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INSTRUMENTATION 

 
Liuqin I (four players) 
Liuqin II (four players) 
Zhongruan I (six players) 
Zhongruan II (four players)  
Daruan I (two players) 
Daruan II (two players) 
 
Yangqin 
(in addition to hammers, two guitar picks or other plectra are needed) 
 
Pipa (Solo) 
 
Violoncello (two players) 
 
Percussion (three players) 
 
     - Percussion 1:  marimba, dabo, vibraslap, Chinese cymbal 
 

     - Percussion 2: vibraphone (shared with Pc. 3), high woodblock, 
afuche (or tambourine) 

 

     - Percussion 3: 4 tom-toms, daluo, suspended cymbal, pengling,     
high suspended triangle, sandblocks, vibraphone (shared with Pc. 2)  
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1. Piercing Winter Stars

* Play decrescendi and crescendi ad lib., independent of all other players.        ** Pluck with guitar pick or other plectrum.
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* Improvise continuously on given pitches in any order, treating the A as tonic (T) or tonal center; 1-3 notes per beat
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* With finger picks or backs of fingernails, sweep along lenghts of wound strings to produce a sound like whistling wind.
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* Alternate between the two notes indicated in floating, uneven rhythms, ca. 6-8 notes per measure of    , independent of other player. 

** Subtle crescendi and descrescendi, ad lib., independent of others.
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* Alternate between the two notes indicated in floating, uneven rhtyhms, ca. 6-8 notes per measure of    , independent of other players.

** Improvise on given pitches, in any order. Slow, floating rhythms, ca. 1-2 notes per beat.
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* Repeat figure in the box continuously, with varied, uneven rhythms. Each figure should be approx. 1 to 1.5 beats long.

** Repeat figure in the box continuously, with varied, uneven rhythms. Each figure should be approx. 1.5 to 2.5 beats long.

*** Subtle crescendi and decrescendi ad lib., independent of others.

**** Repeat figure in the box continuously; the order of notes may be changed ad lib. after the first couple of repetitions.  Uneven, varied rhythms, approx. 6 or 7 notes per measure.

***** With finger picks or back of fingernails, sweep along lengths of wound strings to produce a sound like whistling wind.
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* With finger picks or back of fingernails, sweep along lengths of wound strings to produce a sound like whistling wind.
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* Improvise continuously on notes inside box, in any order. Rhythms should imitate uneven dripping.
** Stems show duration only; play continuous tremolo without accentuating eighth notes.
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* Stems show duration only; play continuous tremolo without accentuating eighth notes.
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* Improvise using all six notes; let notes ring normally.

** Repeat the descending scale continuously. Use slightly uneven rhythms, 3 to 4 beats per repetition.
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5. Pushing Upward: The Force of Life

* Slowly slide down, while continuing to play tremolo, to arrive at the notes in parentheses.

** Change between strings as imperceptibly as possible, to give the effect of an unbroken glissando.

*** Slowly slide down to arrive at the notes in parentheses.
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* Use hardest yarn mallets available. Blend with liuqin, do not overpower.
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