Porch Music

for tenor and viola

David Vayo
Text: Robert Bray



Late in 1998 I was approached by my colleague and friend Robert Bray, a
multitalented scholar and poet, to compose a piece to honor his daughter on her
upcoming high school graduation. Madeleine plays viola and Bob has a fine tenor voice,
so we agreed that this would be the most fitting medium. In looking over many of Bob’s
wonderful poems, I was particularly taken with an untitled one which to me was redolent
of sweet Midwestern summer evenings and which made it easy for me to picture a father
and daughter sitting quietly on a back porch talking, or perhaps softly playing music
together. The premiere took place at Illinois Wesleyan University in the spring of 2000,
with Alfred Hannon singing and Vadim Mazo playing viola.

- David Vayo

This April’s fool indicts twice-waxing moons.
Tonight is a night of rest, cloudless and calm.
Across the gibbous yin a single-engine

plane drones dopplered west away from dawn.

Two nights from now will be a wind blow hard
enough to set dusk clouds to work to mask
earth’s shadow masking first full moon: serrate
clips of ravens’ wings obscure adumbrant lips.

Our moon’s eclipse is not a fearful thing.

That smile the black birds fly before shines out
from mundane imposition. What was full
before will fill again tonight: that face

of cold-cream light we love because we look
as we may pot at its daily other sun.

- Robert Bray
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To Madeleine Thomas Bray, David Vayo (1999)
from her father. text : Robert Bray (1996)
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* Despite the complex-looking notation, these are three evenly-spaced pitches connecting the preceding B natural with
the following G sharp. Aslong as the performer hears the G sharp coming, the pitches should take care of themselves
after a few tries. (For the technical-minded, the three intervening notes are a B natural lowered by 3/8 of a tone, a B flat
lowered by 1/4 of a tone, and an A natural lowered by 1/8 of a tone)
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* The placement of x-shaped noteheads on the staff indicates the relative pitches of the individual bells.
** Place these bell attacks as they align with the written text
*** Chort "a" sound, as in "hat” 7 4
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* The hum will change the dynamic naturally; do not sing more quietly
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