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Program Notes

Among the smaller standard instrumental ensemnbles, the woodwind quintet is remarkable for its
heterogeneity. If a chord is played by a string quartet or brass quintet, the blend can give one a sense
that a single instrument is playing all of the pitches. The vast differences in tone color between the
instruments of the woodwind quintet make such an impression impossibie; their individuality is
present at all times, which is both the beauty and the challenge of the medium. There also seems to be
an irrepressible spunk and dry wit about the ensembte, balanced by a strong capability for lyricism.

All of these things were in the back of my mind as | wrote my Wind Quintet, which was
premiered by the Essex Winds at the Banff Centre for the Arts during the summer of 1992.
Throughout the composition, I tried to take full advantage of the tone color possibilities of the medium,
from the kaleidoscopic trading-off of contrapuntal licks in the work's outer sections, to the serene
chords in the middle section where the bassoon, normally the bass of the ensemble, takes the upper
notes. The work is dedicated to the Essex Winds.

- David Vayo
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* The eighth-note stems show a "road map” of the glissando: they should not be re-articulated.
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‘Bioomington, IL- Banff, Aiberta
May-July, 1992

3
r
Move vaives rapidly during glissando.

* Lip gliss (rip) to highest possible rote.



