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Texts & Translations

Poetry: Ernesto Cardenal
Translations: David Vayo
Texts used by permission of the author

I. s, Por qué me has abandonado? (Salmo 21)

Dios mio Dios mio ¢,Por qué me has abandonado?
Soy una caricatura de hombre

el desprecio del pueblo
Se burlan de mi en todos los periddicos

Me rodean los tanques blindados
estoy apuntado por las ametralladoras
y cercado de alambradas
las alambradas electrizadas
Todo el dia me pasan lista
Me tatuaron un numero
Me han fotografiado entre las alambradas
y se pueden contar como en una radiografia todos mis huesos
Me han quitado toda identificacién
Me han llevado desnudo a las camara de gas
y se repartieron mis ropas y mis zapatos
Grito pidiendo morfina y nadie me oye
grito con la camisa de fuerza
grito toda la noche en el asilo de enfermos mentales
en la sala de enfermos incurables
en el ala de enfermos contagiosos
en el asilo de ancianos
agonizo banado de sudor en la clinica del psiquiatra
me ahogo en la camara de oxigeno
lloro en la estacion de policia
en el patio del presidio
en la camara de torturas
en el orfelinato
estoy contaminado de radioactividad
y nadie se me acerca para no contagiarse

Pero yo podré hablar de ti a mis hermanos

Te ensalzaré en la reunién de nuestro pueblo
Resonaran mis himnos en medio de un gran pueblo
Los pobres tendran un banquete

Nuestro pueblo celebrara una gran fiesta

El pueblo nuevo que va a nacer



I. Why have you forsaken me? (Psalm 21)

My God my God why have you forsaken me?
| am a caricature of a man

The reproach of the people
They jeer at me in all the newspapers

Armored tanks surround me
| am in the sights of the machine guns
and fenced in by a tangle of wire
electrified wire
All day long | am in roll calls
They tattooed me with a number
They have photographed me amid the barbed wire
and all of my bones can be counted like in an X-ray
They have stripped me of all identification
They have led me naked to the gas chamber
and they divided my garments and my shoes among them
| scream begging for morphine and no one hears me
| scream in the straitjacket
| scream all night in the mental asylum
in the terminal ward
in the quarantined wing
in the nursing home
| agonize bathed in sweat in the psychiatrist’s clinic
| choke in the oxygen tent
| sob in the police station
in the prison yard
in the torture chamber
in the orphanage
| am contaminated with radioactivity
and no one comes near me for fear of contagion

But | will proclaim your name to my brothers

| will praise you in the assembly of our people
My hymns will resound amid a great people
The poor will eat and be satisfied

Our people will celebrate a great feast

The new people yet to be born



II. Junto a los rios de Babilonia (Salmo 136)

Junto a los rios de Babilonia
estamos sentados y lloramos
acordandonos de Sion
Mirando los rascacielos de Babilonia
y las luces reflejadas en el rio
las luces de los night-clubs y los bares de Babilonia
y oyendo sus musicas
Y lloramos

De los sauces de la orilla
colgamos nuestras citaras
de los llorosos sauces

Y lloramos

Y los que nos trajeron cautivos
nos piden que les cantemos

una cancion “vernacula”

“las canciones folkléricas” de Sion
¢,Coémo cantar en tierra extrana
los canticos de Sion?

Que se me seque la lengua
y tenga cancer en la boca
si yo no me acordara de ti
Jerusalén!
Si yo no prefiriera Jerusalén
a la alegria de ellos
y a todas sus fiestas

Babel armada de Bombas!
Asoladora!
Bienaventurado el que coja a tus nifios
-las criaturas de tus Laboratorios-
y los estrelle contra una roca!



II. By the waters of Babylon (Psalm 136)

By the waters of Babylon
we sit and we weep
remembering Zion
Looking at the skyscrapers of Babylon
And the lights reflected in the river
The lights of the nightclubs and the bars of Babylon
and hearing their music
And we weep

From the willows on the bank
we hang our harps
from the weeping willows
And we weep

And those who carried us away captive
ask us to sing for them

a “native” song

the “folk tunes” of Zion

How can we sing the canticles of Zion
in a strange land?

May my tongue dry up

and my mouth fill with cancer

if | remember you not
Jerusalem!

If | prefer not Jerusalem

to their merrymaking

and all their parties

Bomb-laden Babel!
Ravager!
Blessed he who takes your children
-the creatures of your Laboratories-
and dashes them against a stone!



lll. Alabad al Sefor nebulosas (Salmo 148)

Alabad al Senor
nebulosas como motitas de polvo en las placas fotograficas
Alabad al Senor
Sirio y su compariera
Y Arturo y Aldebaran y Antares
Alabad al Senor meteoritos
y Orbitas elipticas de los cometas
y planetas artificiales

Alabad al Senor

atmosfera y estratosfera

rayos X y ondas hertzianas
Alabad al Senor

atomos y moléculas

protones y electrones
protozoarios y radiolarios

Alabad al Senor

cetaceos y submarinos atémicos
Alabad al Senor

aves y aviones
Alabad al Senor cristales exagonales de nieve
y prismas de color esmeralda del sulfato de cobre

-en el microscépio electronico-
flores fluorescentes en el fondo del mar
diatomeas como un collar de diamantes
y Diadema Antillarum

Anurida maritima y Ligia exdtica
Alabad al Senor
Trépico de Cancer y Circulo Polar Artico
tormentas del Atlantico Norte y Corriente de Humboldt
selvas sombrias del Amazonas
islas de los Mares del Sur

volcanes y lagunas
y luna del Caribe tras la silueta de las palmeras

Alabad al Sefior

republicas democraticas

Y Naciones Unidas

Alabad al Sefior

policias y estudiantes y muchachas bellas
Su gloria sobrepasa la tierra y los cielos

telescépios y microscopios
y El ha hecho grande a su pueblo
a Israel su aliado
Aleluya



lll. Praise ye the Lord nebulas (Psalm 148)

Praise ye the Lord
nebulas like dust motes on the photographic plates
Praise ye the Lord
Sirius and its companion
And Arcturus and Aldebaran and Antares
Praise ye the Lord meteorites
and elliptical orbits of comets
and artificial planets
Praise ye the Lord
atmosphere and stratosphere
X-rays and radio waves
Praise ye the Lord
atoms and molecules
protons and electrons
protozoans and radiolaria
Praise ye the Lord
whales and atomic submarines
Praise ye the Lord
Birds and airplanes
Praise ye the Lord hexagonal snow-crystals
and emerald prisms of copper sulphate
-in the electron microscope-
fluorescent flowers at the bottom of the sea
diatoms like a diamond necklace
and Diadema Antillarum
Anurida maritima and Ligia exotica
Praise ye the Lord
Tropic of Cancer and Arctic Circle
storms of the North Atlantic and Humboldt Current
somber Amazon jungles
islands of the South Seas

volcanoes and lagoons
and Caribbean moon behind the silhouette of the palms
Praise ye the Lord
democratic republics
and United Nations
Praise ye the Lord
Policemen and students and pretty girls
His glory exceeds the earth and the heavens
Telescopes and microscopes
and He has exalted His people
Israel, his ally
Alleluia

Ernesto Cardenal (b. 1925,) a poet, priest, and founder of liberation theology, served as Nicaragua’s Minister of Culture during
the Sandinista government. With works translated into almost twenty languages, he is Central America’s best-known
contemporary poet. The texts of Salmos (Psalms) come from Cardenal’s book of the same title, written in 1964 during the brutal
Somoza dictatorship. Cardenal’s poems parallel their Biblical models almost exactly in form and mood, but use imagery
reflective of the modern world, particularly Latin America. The horror and sorrow of the first two poems give way to the
exaltation of the third, a joyous hymn to God-made and man-made creation.



“...EITHER WE BELIEVE IN A GOD OF LIFE
OR WE SERVE THE IDOLS OF DEATH.”

-Archbishop Oscar Romero
Assassinated March 24, 1980
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